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in objects extends to the object in relationship to other tjungs. The
child's expressive movements indicate activity, courage^ an ex-
ploratory spirit, imagination and a sense of relationships!
FIXGER PAIXTIXGS
A projection of expressive movements upon paper appears in a
child's finger paintings, brush paintings, and drawings; the move-
ments, transferred to the paper, give us a "diagram" of the child's
movement pattern. The act of finger painting reveals the child's
characteristic movement patterns.>:: We see large sweeping move-
ments, moderate, limited, or hesitant ones. We observe the child's
attitude toward a new situation in handling the color cautiously,
aggressively, or as if with premeditation. The child's handling of
the object appears in his respect for the limits of paper and table,
in carelessness, or in his deliberate attempt to go over boundaries.
The finger paint evokes an emotional, visual, or tactual response
from the child. Some children enjoy the messiness, some anxiously
withdraw from it; some children observe the color, some apply it
to their own bodies, some "bathe:? in color. Whether the child uses
colors separately or mixes them, his handling of color to create a
design or as a meaningless material, gives indications of personality
patterns.
When a child carefully observed the effect which was evoked
by the color in his finger paintings, we noticed an "intellectual"
attitude. In such a case the lines were regular, one put after the
other, and the paper was carefully patterned with symmetrical fig-
ures or ornaments. An "emotional" attitude was characterized by
pushing the fingers, covered with color, forward on the paper, re-
sulting in impetuous lines and uncoordinated strokes. The "inhib-
ited" child was hesitant about using the color at all; he hesitated
to cover the whole paper, and he neither observed the effect of pat-
terning nor was he emotionally stimulated to spontaneous move-
ments. The child's rhythm appears in the pattern of lines, in the
expanse of movements, in the degree the sheets are covered with
color; the choice of colors may also give some diagnostic hint.
Bright colors often appear to be a reflection of liveliness and gaiety,
while dark colors seem to correspond to sensations which a child
may have during the night and while dreaming.
The graphic reflection of expressive movements^ being a trans-
lation into another medium of expression, offers an especially valu-
able tool for analyzing the child's personality. However, the tecb-
* Cf, the Vassar Colkge movfe; Ffctger